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Introduction
About Out To Lunch Cartoons:

The idiom “Out to Lunch” (OTL) means crazy or out of touch with the reality, so that seemed a
fitting strip name for my single-panel general comic. OTL cartoons have been around for more than
a decade in various forms and various media including newspapers, magazines, on the internet at
the-cartoonist.com and on merchandise. If you haven’t heard of them before, that’s not surprising
since the plethora of media outlets still only reach a limited audience. Hopefully you’ll see them
more and more in the future and you can find them weekly at the-cartoonist.com.

About this Book: e 17

Polly Keener, cartoonist and creator of the Hamster \ \
Alley cartoon strip sums it up this way: “Rich __
displays a quirky Gary Larson-esque sense of —
humor in lots of fun, often animal-centered,
cartoons. But, of course, there are funny people,
humorous holidays and all manner of other
toons, too. In Out to Lunch, he makes the viewer
think a bit. Sometimes, his humor can be very
subtle, but keep looking until you have that
satisfying “Aha!” moment. He manages to pack a
lot into his drawings and keep the wording to a
minimum - a real achievement. Many cartoonists

humor is purely visual, the most accomplished
type of cartoon humor of all. Out to Lunch e
offers a whole smorgasbord of cartoons and all ?{ =
neatly classified in the Table of Contents (rare ﬁ’

in cartoon books) so you can find your favorlte
’f({a. / i S
[(A

topics fast”
About the Cartoonist: INS N [

If a picture is worth a thousand words, a
caricature must be worth twice that! Ierry
Dowling, awesome caricaturist/illustrator and good friend, has captured my more mischievous
side above! Beyond that it may be of note that I do two other cartoon series - a scout cartoon called
Knots or Not and a biblical cartoon called the Cartoon Gospels.

Thank you for your interest in this collection of my Out to Lunch (OTL) cartoons. I hope you enjoy
this first book collecting about 170 of my favorite cartoons from the past decade or so.

All the best,
Rich
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Animal Cartoons

Olympic Gold
Triple Sock-Cow aTL

Right Hoof Red

COL)S in B 71)15‘\’ er
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Entrepreneurial Cows

No one's even I thought blueberry would
slowed down! have been more popular!

.

Turnabout is Fair Play

a7l
I think it's called
a Big Ronald. Why?

Out to Lunch - Animal Cartoons - 6



Cat Courtesy

OUT TO LUNCH

HEY!
A LITTLE PRIVACY
PLEASE!

Foraging Foibles

OUT TO LUNCH

| WOULD
KILL FOR A
TRUFFLE.
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Fish Fantasies

BIG DEAL!
I HAVE A CHAIN OF
RESTAURANTS
NAMED AFTER ME!

Turkey Tactics

OUT TO LUNCH

DO YOU THINK
MY PEACOCK DISGUISE
WILL WORK?

NOPE.
NOT BUYING
IT!
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Cold is Cold

I DON'T CARE
WHAT THEY SAY, |
COULD REALLY USE
A WARM COAT!

BdDreasiin © 2012

Identity Crisis

HAVE YOU
SEEN JOE?

I DON'T
KNOW. WHAT'S HE LOOK
LIKE?

Out to Lunch - Animal Cartoons - 9



Doctor Cartoons

Hammerhead Eye Check-up

Your eyes do
need correcting, but we
are going to have to go
with contacts!

He Who Laughs Last

r Yes I floss regularly.
Once every 6 months
when I come here!

[No problem. My assistan?]

really likes the new drill!

Things not to say to the Dentist!

Out to Lunch - Doctor Cartoons - 31



A Glowing Report

Perhaps we've
done enough x-raying

on Mr. Jones for
one day!

Famous Stuff Cartoons

Could it Happen!?

Celebrity drinking and drug problems at an all time high.‘

Timmy's in Rehab!
Are you sure, girl?

Out to Lunch - Famous Stuff Cartoons - 35



The Empire Strikes Out
ALTERNATE ENDINGS: DARTH AND PADME - THE LATER YEARS ..

WOULD YOU TAKE THAT STUPID
HELMET OFF! | CAN'T UNDERSTAND A WORD

YOU'RE SAYING! DON'T GIVE ME THAT WAVEY
HAND ROUTINE EITHER MISTER ..

Poppin’ Crazy!

THE DOUGHBOY
I

OUT TO LUNCH

BACK OFF
SUCKER!

Bl Dieaaiin © 201 F
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R2 Pee Too

YOU SHOULD HAVE
THOUGHT OF THAT
BEFORE WE LEFT!

Like the Music of Kiss

OUT TO LUNCH

NO, NO. | MEANT LIKE
THE MUSIC OF PRINCE!

Out to Lunch - Famous Stuff Cartoons - 43



Sunday Driver
The new T.0. 6o GPS Navigation System |

Why didn't you turn? I would have
turned! You should let me drive. You
don't know where you're going! We'd
be there already if you listened to
me. Where I tell you to go is better
than where you want to go ...

Father’s Day Cartoons

Pride and Joy

I JUST LOVE
FATHER'S DAY!

Out to Lunch - Father’s Day Cartoons - 46



Who Picked June 17th Anyway?

What are you
doing for your Dad for
Father's Day?

There's a
Father's Day?

Halloween Cartoons

Ministering to the Munsters

1318 Mockingbird Lane
.. how why does that
sound familiar ...

As the Senior Pastor, Ted instinctively knew to
take on the more difficult family situations . .

Out to Lunch - Halloween Cartoons - 48



Zombie Diets

You better not
be cheating on our Atkins
diet buster!

Monsters v. Zombies
Frankenstein's monster never quite fit in with the Zombies ... [

Not really dead they say!
I wish I was never born
... er ... sewn together

and infused with electricity!

-~ T
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More Zombie Life Choices

No thanks.
Me Vegan!

TV Shows We'd Like to See

It's the show were
everybody's dead and the

Whose Zombie
is it
Anyway?

Out to Lunch - Halloween Cartoons - 52



Mother’s Day Cartoons

And They Called It Guppy Love

YOU'RE THE
GREATEST* MOM
EVER!

Ay S i
or h ?1 ']n you' ;T[z:'
ﬂ‘dﬁl"ﬁ(‘rt{‘l y{guppyl®

Insect Mother’s Day

Mother's Day in the Bug World ...

Out to Lunch - Mother’s Day Cartoons - 53



Who’s Your Momma?

Mother's Day!
Yeah right, what
was I thinking?

Miscellaneous Cartoons

AA - Astronaut’s Anonymous?

This is one
small 12-step for man
and one giant leap

Honestly Neil,
why do you have to make
such a big production out
of everything?

Out to Lunch - Miscellaneous Cartoons - 54



Life Lessons
Amish Bumper Sticker

\ )

V)
U

: ‘;/ 4 ?MAN;RE HAPPENS |
/ 4

LS N R

Choir Chaos

[ e

s

Okay, whong ‘How Great Thou Arrrrrrrrrrt?”
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Tornado Defense System
HIGH TORNADO AREAS ON OTHER PLANETS |

How Convenient

How to close a 24/7 mini-mart .. l

Out to Lunch - Miscellaneous Cartoons - 72



Ouch!
Why Vikings didn't have many graduation ceremonies ...

3

o o o o . . .

|

Fa

Hiring
All
Positions

D e e e e 'san st e
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Christmas Cartoons

The Simple Bear Necessities

BRIGHT COLORED CLOTHES IN THE ARCTIC?

V | DON'T

KNOW. FESTIVE
MAYBE?!

aTL
[WHAT'S WITH FUNNY LITTLE GUYS WEARING

Look, Rudolph,

I made Santa a GPS
Tracking System for
Christmas!

Out to Lunch - Christmas Cartoons - 74




Elves v. Geeks

CHRISTMAS AND WE'LL ALL DO

IT’'S GONNA BE A HIGH-TECH
24-7 TECH SUPPORT YIPPIE!

THIS NEW
GUY JUST DOES
NOT GET IT!

YEAH! OUR
STUFF DOESN'T
BREAK.
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The True Meaning of Christmas

The Census

Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem to be r‘egis‘tered.[

Okay Joseph,
let's see if I have
this right. That's one donkey,
3 sheep, 5 goats, a cow, one
wife and one Son of Geod,

anything else?

kff"—?:-:.,#r/ s
fl?:';‘;n e

Gift or Public Nuisance?

Little Drummer Boy - the real story ... |

As spokesman
for Mary and the whole Joseph
family, I've been asked to request you
not “"parum pum pum pum” while
the baby is sleeping!

Out to Lunch - Christmas Cartoons - 86



Survey Says

AWW, HE IS A CUTIE.
WHAT MAKES YOU
THINK HE'S SPECIAL?

MOSTLY THE
SHEEP - THEY KNOW
THESE THINGS.

Good Housekeeping

Joseph dear, do you
think we could get them to put
the donkey and sheep outside

for awhile ...

Out to Lunch - Christmas Cartoons - 87



The End!

Cartoonist Wonders

I wonder
what's for
L dinner?

A, EilDicaatin © 2007
The many pressures of being a cartoonist!

Epilogue

Well, if you've made it to this point in the book you either liked it, didn’t like it but are stubbornly
dedicated, or jumped ahead. In any event, congratulations! As you can see by this vary random
smattering of ideas and subjects, OTL is just that - out to lunch.

Thanks again for your interest in my cartoons! Hopefully this is the first of many more volumes of
Out to Lunch cartoons! You can follow OTL online at www.the-cartoonist.com or maybe some-
day in your local paper. Most of these cartoons are also available on cheesy merchandise such as
t-shirts, sweatshirts, coffee mugs, cards, posters, clock, trivets, key chains, quilt squares, pen hold-
ers, mouse pads and more! So if you haven’t wasted enough money on the book already, that might
be a good way to go. Always here to help!

-Rich

Out to Lunch - The End! - 90
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Books in Print:
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0-0, Dayton:Diesslin Press, June 2011, 164p, black-and-white paperback.
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April 2010, 80p, full color.
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cember, 1990.
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Here are some reviews by other cartoonists ...

Page through this book, Out to Lunch, Cartoons with an Appetite for the Ridiculous, and try

not to laugh. I dare you. I couldn't do it. Perfect one liners ... hilarious throwaways, sight gags,

and puns so horrific I hated myself for smiling at them. Gotta go ... going to read it again!
-Tony Cochran, Cartoonist of Agnes

Richard Diesslin manages to pack a lot into his drawings and keep the wording to a minimum
— a real achievement. Many cartoonists consider a “sight gag,” where all or most of the humor
is purely visual, the most accomplished type of cartoon humor of all. Out to Lunch offers a
whole smorgasbord of cartoons.

-Polly Keener, cartoonist and creator of the Hamster Alley cartoon strip

Rich Diesslin has served up a feast of cartoons.
Out of some conventional situations -- except
for all those talking animals, of course -- Rich
takes his appetite for a turn of a phrase or an
unexpected encounter and invites us along
as we all go Out to Lunch. Enjoy the fare!
-Frank Pauer, Cartoonist, Designer

Rich may be a quiet, reserved guy, but he’s
full of very funny and fresh ideas which
you'll really enjoy in Out to Lunch. The
book will be a welcome addition to my
collection. You should add it to yours!
-Jerry Dowling, Cartoonist/Illustrator

If Rich Diesslin wasn't a cartoonist, he
should have been a baseball player because
he is constantly out in left field! Rich has the uncanny ability - ,
to turn a gag on it’s ear and blind side you. In a world of homogenous cartoon books I think
you will find Rich’s humor a welcome change of pace.

-Graham Nolan, Cartoonist, Sunshine State, Rex Morgan

Out to Lunch is a fitting title for this collection of hilariously
wacky comic panels. Rich has done a fine job of tapping into ~ |5BN 978-0-9848872-1-7

his inner-goofball and creating a fine menagerie of silliness i
we can all identify with.
-Chad Carpenter, Tundra Cartoonist
780984"887217

Cartoon/Humor
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