Bobcat Badge Presentation Ceremonies



Bobcats are Hard to Find

Try this one! This one was done at my older son's ceremony a few years ago. 

Bobcats are small wildcats, about 3 feet tall or shorter. Bobcats are hard to find, especially between the hours of 3 to 5 p.m., when it is time to take out the trash, cut the grass or take a bath. They hide behind trees, under beds or behind imaginary tanks or trucks, waiting for the enemy to pass. They feed on hamburgers, hot dogs, tacos, pizzas, cakes and candy and hunt for food wherever they can find it. Bobcats can be found in trees, mud puddles, under leaves, in old rain barrels, on the roof or wherever girls aren't. They can be found as far away as the school playground or as near as the neighbor's yard, pulling the cat's tail. The Bobcat's ability to run, jump and hide is legendary. T.V. movies, Walt Disney and John Wayne have been known to be able to lure these wild creatures in close for the catch. Many a mighty and crafty hunter has been foiled in his attempts to tame these strange creatures. 

But here now if you are ready -- but stand back because they are unpredictable -- I present to you some Bobcats; tamed, washed, combed and about as lovable as they can be -- each probably with a frog in his pocket. 

hope this helps! 

beverly hutchings
pack 172
mcminnville, tn 



Native American Theme

Our Cubmaster had a great one. He dresses up in a Indian Headdress and leads the boys to stations where they say the requirements for the bobcat rank. Before he takes them to the first station he calls each boy by name to come forward. When all boys are in front of him, he tells them that their first challenge in cub scouting is to complete the requirements for the bobcat rank. He then introduces the first requirement and takes them to the first station. A leader at each station leads the boys in the requirement. The CM then introduces the next requirement and leads them to the next station. This process is repeated till all requirements are covered. Then the CM brings them back to the center of the area (room or campfire--we've done both) then presents them with their bobcat patch and card. I don't have the words, but it's a very visual ceremony with a man in a headdress leading this group of 20 to 30 boys to 5 stations. At the end, the CM congratulate them on achieving the bobcat rank. He then urges them to continue in their journey to higher ranks. 

RALPH ROMIG 



Bobcat Rank Recognition

This Bobcat ceremony I put together for our pack, and is still being used even though I'm not the Cubmaster. It encorporates the recognition of a boy having achieved his rank, rewards him for doing a good job, welcomes him to our Pack and is very positive and uplifting. 

Preparation: 

Face Paint colors -- Blue & Yellow
Bobcat pin & Patch
Prepared Belt fob --
--A leather belt fob with the Cub Scout logo stamped in the middle with Pack numerals 3 8 3 stamped above the logo. There are 5 holes at the bottom of the fob. Starting from left to right we put 3 beads on a leather lace, with the exception of the center where we put a plastic Arrowhead. Order of colors are: Yellow, Red, light blue, dark blue. Each represents a step in the Cub Scout trail -- BobCat, Wolf, Bear, Webelos, and the arrowhed as the focal point points the direction to the Arrow of light. 

Start of Ceremony: 

Tonight, we are honored to have among us a boy or boys whom have completed the requirements for the Bobcat badge. The Bobcat badge is an important part of the Cub Scout Trail, it is the foundation upon which a boy begins his trek toward the Arrow of Light. 

Would the following boys and their parents please come forward! 

(boys come forward) 

Boy's you've accomplished the first step in Cub Scouting. In all things there is always a first....the first stone layed in a new building, the first step across a bridge. The first is sometimes the hardest, but thats because it lays the foundation or the strength for what follows. The Bobcat badge is your foundation. The trail of Scouting lies ahead of you, but don't be afraid. You won't have to do it alone. You'll have lots of help from your Akela...Akela can be your parents, your den leader, even I your cubmasater will help you along the trail, helping you become successful. 

As a symbol of your achievement and of becoming a member of this pack, I ask my assistant to give you the colors of Cub Scouting...blue on the right cheek, ye low on the left. 

(Asst. cm or den leader puts blue and yellow mark on each boys cheek) 

Your parents stand here with you as an example to show they are proud and that they are there to help you, just like they helped you earn the Bobcat badge. I am presenting your Bobcat badge to your parents who in turn will present you. 

(Award badges to Parents, who in turn present the badge to the boys) 

Furthermore, I have made a small token to remind you of this day. As you wear this fob note that all of the ranks are connected...connected by the Cub Scout logo. They all come to a point at the arrowhead, which someday I hope I will be able to present you with your arrow of light. 

(present belt fobs) 

Boys, parents and guests of Pack 383 please join me in congratulating these boys in their achievement with the Cub Scout Cheer. I yell CUB -- audience yells SCOUTS (3 times) than conclude with a rousing clapping. 

To add onto our cliche of KISMIF, Keep it simple, Make it fun, Make it Special! 

In Scouting....
Peter 

Peter Van Houten / E-Mail: peter_van_houten@QM.WV.TEK.COM* 
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Bobcat Ceremony

Used by Pack 6, October 15, 1996

Overview

Insist on silence until ceremony is over. 
Boys receiving bobcat leave room with Akela and leaders who blindfold them after they leave the room and line them up holding a rope. 
After the boys leave, have their parents come forward and stand up on stage. Explain that when the boys come in, the parents should position themselves two to three steps behind their own boy when he enters. Explain that when the Cubmaster says that Akela will turn you once they will silently step forward and gently turn their boy around one time completely. When the boys are asked to step backward, their parents should reach out and surprise him with a big hug then remove the blindfold. 
Script

CUBMASTER: It is important that our next ceremony have the proper atmosphere. I ask that everyone remain still and silent. WAIT FOR SILENCE! 

CUBMASTER: We have many boys who are working to earn their bobcat badge. Some boys are ready now, some will be ready next month. We don't want to make the ready boys wait; we will take each boy when he is ready. Will the following boys, please follow Akela and the den chiefs. (name Akela and boys!)
Joe Smith
Mark Brown
...

AKELA: Boys wishing to be Cub Scouts, come with me. 
Akela leaves room and blind-folds boys. Den chiefs help. 

CUBMASTER: Parents of those boys, you are Akela too. Please come forward behind me. WAIT until they are in front. 

CUBMASTER: When we bring your boy in front, would you please position yourself 3 steps behind your boy. When I give you a sign, come forward to your boy, turn him around once and step back again. When I tell the boy to step backwards, reach out and surprise him with a big hug. Ask for questions. 

CUBMASTER: The Law of the Pack says that " . . .the Pack helps the Cub Scout grow." Would those in the Pack who agree that these boys should be allowed in, please show your approval. 
NOISE (leaders help if necessary) 

CUBMASTER: The first point of the Law of the Pack says, "The Cub Scout follows Akela." Akela, please bring the candidates for Bobcat in to the Pack. 
Akela leads the group in by the rope to a straight line before the Pack. The parents now take their positions. 
AKELA: Says whatever is necessary to position the boys 

RASHKA: Candidates, remember the Cub Scout promise you have learned. It begins, "I promise to do my best." You must do your best to trust Akela to safely lead you through the dark. 

BAGHEERA: A Bobcat is sure-footed and even in the dark he never waivers. The blindfold is the unknown events of tomorrow. You will not fail or fall if you follow Akela. 

AKELA: Stop! Akela takes away rope and faces boys to audience. 

CUBMASTER: The second point of the promise says to do your duty to God. Remember to do what you know God wants of you. 

RASHKA: The third point of the promise says, To do your duty to your country. This land has always been sacred, to the Indians first and then to the pioneers. 

BALOO:: If you listen, you will hear the land tell you of our forefathers. Please carefully place one ear to the ground now and quietly listen to its words. Wait while all candidates put one ear to the floor. It speaks saying, "Do what you can for your country. Stand up straight, free and proud. Will the Bobcat candidates's please stand? Wait until all are standing. 

CUBMASTER: The fourth point of the promise says to help other people. This means doing a good turn daily. Akela will now turn you to remind you of this duty. Signal parents to turn their boy around once. Akela make sure all are facing front when done. 

CUBMASTER: Finally, the promise says that you will obey the Law of the Pack. 

RASHKA: This may be the toughest duty of all. Show that you are strong enough to ignore temptation. 

CUBMASTER: Trust Akela and without looking take three steps backward, now! (Boys step back into parent's arms and parents hug them.) 

CUBMASTER: Akela-parents you may remove the blindfolds. Boys, as you can see, your parents, also Akela, are with you in every step of Cub Scouts. They are an important part of your advancement as a Cub Scout. 

CUBMASTER: Now that you have shown your eagerness to be a member of the Pack, your parents will present you with your Bobcat badge. They are Akela, your counselor, and have the right to this honor. We will give the badge to them. 
Hathi distributes bobcat badges to parent. 

CUBMASTER: Remember, parents, to pin the badge upside down. Parents, please pin it on now. 
WAIT 

CUBMASTER: Bobcats, only your parent can turn it right-side up and only after you have done your first good deed as a Bobcat, such as doing chores without being asked, helping someone and not expecting any reward. Parents, be sure to recognize the good deed done. Sew the badge on upright as soon as the deed is one! 

CUBMASTER: You boys will present your parent with the Bobcat parent's pin. We will give the pins to you now. 
(Hathi distributes parent pins to boys) 

CUBMASTER: Family participation is a very important part of Scouting. In Cub Scouting, the parents are inducted just the same as their boy and take upon themselves an obligation or promise that they too will do their best, be square and obey the Law of the Pack, and give good will. 

CUBMASTER: Boys please give the parent pin to your parent now. 
WAIT 

CUBMASTER: Boys, Bobcats, you are now full members of the pack. 
Applause. 
CUBMASTER: Please take your seats. 

Roles

Cubmaster   Akela   Rashka   Bagheera   Baloo   Hathi
Change the roles according to how many helpers you have. Notice that the roles here have been set so that the Cubmaster and Akela control most of the timing; other actors need no real preparation and can be recruited right before the ceremony. 

Credit

I didn't invent this ceremony myself. I found it on the web but then changed quite some to fit our needs.

Painted Bobcat Ceremony



CHARACTERS: 

AKELA - Cubmaster 
BALOO - Assistant Cubmaster 
DRUMMER - A Cub Scout assistant 

MATERIALS: 
Blue, yellow, white, red, and green paints, Bobcat badges and certificates, safety pins, parent's pins 

(Drummer begins slow, rhythmic beat.) 

AKELA: Tonight our pack has some Scouts who have worked hard since joining Cub Scouts. Will the following Scouts and their parents please come forward to take on the colors and spirit of Scouting. 

(BALOO reads the names of the Bobcat candidates. They assemble in a line with the Scout in front and parents behind.) 

(While AKELA recites the following, BALOO paints a blue paw on each Scout's forehead.) 

AKELA: Blue is from the sky. The paw print of the bobcat on your forehead is the spirit of the bobcat. This reminds you to Do Your Best on the Cub Scout trail. 

(BALOO then paints yellow under both eyes of each Cub Scout.) 

AKELA: Yellow is from the sun. The marks under your eyes will help you see the light of the Cub Scout trail. They also symbolize the bright spirit of Cub Scouting. 

(BALOO then paints a white line on each Scout's nose.) 

AKELA: White is for purity. The mark on your nose helps you know right from wrong as you go along the Cub Scout trail. 

(BALOO paints a red zig-zag on each Scout's chin.) 

AKELA: Red is for courage. The mark on your chin reminds you to always speak the truth. 

(BALOO paints green triangles on both cheeks). 

AKELA: Green stands for the spirit of nature. The marks on each cheek will guide you to live in harmony with the great outdoors. 

Remember your markings of this night, new Cub Scouts, and have fun along the Cub Scout trail. 

Parents, please repeat the Parents' Pledge after me to remind you of your responsibility to your Scout as he finds his way along the Cub Scout trail. 

AKELA and PARENTS: I promise to do my best, 
to help my son be a good Cub Scout, 
to encourage him to fulfill the Cub Scout Promise 
and obey the Law of the Pack. 
I promise to assist him in his Cub Scout achievements and electives, 
to cooperate with his Den Leader, 
Cubmaster and Pack Committee Members, 
and participate actively in the Cub Scout Program. 

(BALOO presents the Bobcat Badges to the parents, who pin the badges, upside down, onto the boys' uniforms; and presents the parent's pin to the Scouts who pin their parent.) 

AKELA: Parents, when your new Bobcat does his first Good Turn, you may sew his badge onto his uniform right side up. 

(AKELA and BALOO then shakes each Scout's and each parent's hand.) 

