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There I sat-

6:30 A.M.

on a jet

unprepared for insight

like a crusty plot

before the humbling plow

makes ready for seeding.

There he came-

insight on the move

witty plowpoint

behind a strong-necked ox-

crust splitter

seed driller.

I smiled just looking at him.

To grow an afro like his you'd need

hairstretchers

a vacuum

long arms

and
good balance

To find shoes like his you'd need

a catalog

patience

proximity to a weird district

or

a father named Flagg!

He definitely took the prize

first place

in

Full-Fro-Slick-Shoe
competition.

"That seat taken?"

He pointed to the window seat

two over from me.

"Help yourself."

He climbed over.

"My first flight!"

I fly a lot

and have

for ten years.

I've noticed that

most first-timers

tell you with tight knuckles ...

not with words.

He was excited enough

to make my ten thousandth

seem like my first

takeoff all over again.

I had my camera along

with an arsenal

of accessories ...

decided to shoot

some shots of him

on his first flight

get his address

and send them to him.

"You a photographer?"

"No, just a hobby."

okay with him

to shoot some...

shot five...

got his address

talked some more...

high school senior

on spring vacation

wants to be a psychiatrist

"help people's minds..."

My next question brought one of life's great answers

"You have any hobbies?"

"just doin' it."

"What do you mean?"

"You know...

just bein'."

Just being ...

his hobby!

Thank you, Wesley Alexander!

Thank you, God!

JUST BEING
I haven't had such a sneaky blessing

in a long,

long time.

A blessing that spoke to me

of a special attitude:

THANKSGIVINGTHANKSLIVINGTHANKS !!

THANKSGIVINGTHANKSLIVINGTHANKS !!

an attitude

that finds treasure

in the plowed field

of routine...

that sees daily bread

as a provision

of the Bread of life ...

that holds a cup

to the water of life

and drinks the mystery of being

with zest.

THANKSGIVINGTHANKSLIVINGTHANKS !!

an eye for perspective

for color

for harmony

for balance...

that sees how

"all things

work together for good

to them who love God..."

who find in life

that God

loves them.

THANKSGIVINGTHANKSLIVINGTHANKS !!

an ear for the cry of pain

the laugh of joy...

the dirge of woe

the lyric of delight...

the hollow echo of lonely

the vibes of together...

the whisper of help

the shout of love.

THANKSGIVINGTHANKSLIVINGTHANKS !!

a touch for appropriate

for right

for compassion

for care

for sympatico
for grief

for anger

for all

meaningful

deep

feeling.

THANKSGIVINGTHANKSLIVINGTHANKS !!

seeing

hearing

feeling the "God-with-us"

in simple truth

in complexity:

an umbrella in rain/a convertible in sun

wool for a sheep in winter/shears in spring

salt on meat/sugar in tea

coping/hoping

THANKSGIVINGTHANKSLIVINGTHANKS !!

Seeing that the beauty of life

is in its pace

direction

movement

ebb/now ...

falling in line with its current...

conquering in adversity...

rejoicing in joyful splendor.

THANKSGIVINGTHANKSLIVINGTHANKS !!

to live and give...

to "do it..."

to make a "hobby of being .. ."

THANKSWESLEYALEXANDER ...

